88                               HARVEST FROM THE DESERT

Experimentation went on tirelessly; there hard-
ly seemed to be an agricultural country in the world
to which Sir Ganga Ram did not look lor seed or
for inspiration of one kind and another* Among
his more adventurous, and unfortunately unsuccess-
ful experiments, were those on Russian linseed flu
and Bengal jute.

Quite early in the experiment Ganga Ram turn-
ed his magnificently adaptable and vigorous mind
to the question of vegetable production, for which
he realised there was a growing market   He had
seen in England, and more particularly in France
and  other  European  countries,   the  careful and
painstaking work that was put into vegetable cul-
ture, and the fine, graded, marketable crops that
resulted.   He also realised that  Indian vegetable
growers suffered from an initial difficulty in the
mixed and unreliable seed that they were provided
with, and he sent to James Carter's highly efficient
seed works in England for vegetable seed of many
varieties, in an attempt to acclimatise them,   Several
varieties of peas and beans, beet kale, cauliflower,
cabbage, carrot turnip cucumber, strawberry, onion,
lettuce, melon, parsley, marrow* raddish, spinach
and tomato were sown, and in most cases a very
fine crop was obtained*

His method of acclimatising aeed was simple
and effective In the first year seed was sown limply
to make aeed for the second year. All bad and
diseased seed was rejected, and only a